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Lab books did not change much 

Marie Curie's lab book  
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Today, our workflows are digital. 

So should be our lab books. 







Collecting digital data 

Measurement readings 

Gel images 



Recording digital data 



• Cloud based 

• Built according to the MPG guidelines for secure handling of 

scientific data 

• Only I can access my data 

• Encrypted connection to server 



Labfolder – introduction 



Labfolder – basic features 
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Labfolder – organisation  



Labfolder - organisation 



Labfolder – organisation  



Labfolder – organisation  



Creating even more data 



Labfolder – Record data in files 



Labfolder – Recording data in files 



Labfolder – Additional features 

1. Templates 



Labfolder – Additional features 

2. Edit history of every entry 



Labfolder – Additional features 

3. Export everything to pdf 



My experience 

Advantages 

• I use an electronic lab book 

more efficiently than an 

analog lab book 

• Integration of different data 

types is easy and 

straightforward 

• Access from different places 

Disadvantages 

• Connection to external 

server is necessary 

• Not all browsers work 

equally well 



Where do we go from here? 



Where do we go from here? 

Stationary computer 

Plan experiments 

Analyse experiments 

Mobile computer 

Perform experiments 

Record experiments 

Protocols 

Instructions 

Recorded data 

Sample details 



Where do we go from here? 

camera 

microphone 

timer 



Where do we go from here? 



Summary 

• We create a lot of digital data 

• It is now possible to record this data digitally 

• A digital lab book holds many advantages 

• Labfolder is one solution to document your 

work 

• The integration of modern technology holds 

many opportunities to improve our workflow 
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